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present time it persists in-all its horror in Central
Africa. Gradually, as the various civilisations pro-
gress, instead of human and animal sacrifice continu-
ing side by side, the life of an animal is substituted
for that of a human being so that the sacrifice of
animals instead of man becomes common; and as
Professor Robertson Smith tells us, " This doctrine
appears all over the ancient world in connection
with atoning sacrifices .... Accordingly, to cite but a
few instances, the notion that animal sacrifice is
accepted in lieu of an older sacrifice of the life of a
man appears among the Hebrews, in the story of
Isaac's sacrifice (Gen. 2213; cf. Lev. I711), among the
Phoenicians (Porph., De Abst. 415), among the
Egyptians, where the victim was marked with a
seal bearing the image of a man bound, and with a
sword at his throat (Plut. Is. et Os. 31), and also
among the Greeks, the Romans and many other
nations .... Whenever' we find the doctrine of sub-
stitution of animal life for that of man, we find also
examples of actual human sacrifice, sometimes con-
fined to seasons of extreme peril, and sometimes
practised periodically at solemn annual rites/' 1
Thus it is recorded that Jephtha sacrificed his daughter
after his victory over the Ammonites in fulfilment
of his vow made before the battle (Judges li), and
Mesha, king of Moab, " took his eldest son that
should have reigned in his stead, and offered him
for a burnt offering upon the wall," when the
armies of Ahab and Jehoshaphat besieged his city
(2 Kings 327). There was an almost constant tendency
on the part of the Hebrews to revive the custom,

1 Religion of the Semites, pp. 365-6,